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LucidScope: Bridging the Subconscious & Conscious Minds 

A kaleidoscope of colors, flickers of light, and vague figure-like shapes shift across 

a monitor as a woman lies motionless—quietly sleeping with her head encased in a thick 

helmet. It’s an imposing sight as the small human figure is connected to a colossal 

quantum computer donned with countless silvery wires. Twenty years ago, this was our 

first glimpse at dream interpretation, which translates complex brain waves and 

electrical signals into distinct visual patterns. What was originally the private, 

mysterious world of dreams can now be an open window into the human subconscious, 

opening up infinite possibilities for researching the mind’s potential. 

This particular dream interpretation device was the LucidScope, first developed 

in the Lucid Institute with their proprietary AI-powered neural interpretation research. 

Even twenty years later, Lucid Institute’s LucidScope still remains the cutting-edge 

dream interpretation device with no other companies able to reach its depth of accuracy 

and detail. “I feel like I’m looking at an abstract painting of the mind, something in 

between the loose marks of Jackson Pollock painting and the refined shapes of a 

Picasso.” Dr. Cecilia Robinson, lead researcher of the LucidScope project, said during an 

interview after the first demonstration of the LucidScope. “It’s an unexplored artform 

that represents the creative potential of the mind unfolding before our eyes.”  

When the LucidScope was first introduced to the public, it was an experience 

reserved only for the wealthiest of individuals with its multi-million dollar price tag and 

limited supply. In the early years, only a handful of people willing to pay exorbitant 

prices could have the privilege of using the technology first-hand. The general public 

could only infrequently see these dream visuals as the Lucid Institute only publicly 

revealed them a few times per year. As the years passed, major technological 

advancements, particularly in reducing the crucial quantum computer into a small 

coin-sized chip, allowed the LucidScope to become a household product for anyone to 

relive their dreams in their waking state. Since then, the originally amorphous and 

abstract scenes became surreal, eccentric cinematic experiences. The scenes are still not 

as crisp as blockbuster movies with their sporadic artifacts and inconsistent feeds, but 

the progress is still astonishing. With a hefty price tag of $5,000 for the lowest-tier 
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device, the LucidScope Basic, only a few households around the country have their own 

LucidScope ready at their bedside. Additionally, having the most premium LucidScope 

device, the LucidScope Ultra Premium, at home has become a symbol of status akin to a 

luxury car or private yacht as the device costs up to $2,000,000 for the customized 

bedside DreamScape experience. This price tag is not readily available on their website 

but comes from our sources who directly used the device and remarked on its extremely 

immersive experience compared to the LucidScope Basic.1 

However, we cannot deny that the Lucid Institute has taken efforts to make their 

technology more accessible to the general public. While the at-home LucidScope devices 

are expensive to purchase fully, everyday people can go to local Lucid Institute-owned 

hotels to purchase a one-time DreamScape experience with the LucidScope Basic at 

prices as low as $100.  

How LucidScope Works 

The LucidScope uses advanced neural interpretation with artificial intelligence 

and the immense computational power of quantum computing to decipher complex 

brain activity into a visual form. As the user sleeps, the LucidScope helmet continuously 

captures neural signals, which are then processed into visual representations once the 

user wakes. This breakthrough would not be possible without advancements in quantum 

computing as quantum processors can process exponentially more information and 

perform more complex calculations than classical computers.  

Our dreams primarily occur during the state of sleep called REM (Rapid Eye 

Movement) sleep where the brain activity functions most similarly to our awake state2. 

However, while REM sleep exhibits structured and interpretable neural patterns, the 

awake state is notably more complex. Conscious thought involves rapid, dynamic shifts 

between multiple cognitive processes, making real-time thought interpretation—or 

mind reading, as often depicted in science fiction—an significant challenge for 

researchers. While ongoing efforts have been taken since the beginning days of 

2 Dreams that occur during REM sleep tend to be more “on average, longer, more vivid, bizarre, emotional and story-like compared 
to those collected after non-REM” according to Martin et al. 

1 The way the LucidScope exacerbates wealth inequalities reflect Winner’s discussion of how technologies can unintentionally and 
intentionally create social divides, particularly through examples like the design of New York City streets. 
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LucidScope to interpret real-time thoughts, the immense computational demands, 

combined with public protests over privacy concerns and strict government regulations, 

have stalled any progress in this area. 

Deployment into Society: An Artistic Renaissance 

As LucidScope became more widely available, it became clear that certain 

individuals possess more expressive and immersive DreamScape visuals than others. 

Users with less vivid dreams or erratic sleep patterns may experience distorted outputs, 

leaving them dissatisfied. In contrast, a small percentage of users with exceptionally 

vivid dreams create elaborate and surreal DreamScapes that feel like portals into new 

dimensions—the immersive yet intimate world of their dreams.  

These individuals, known as DreamTubers, have risen to prominence by 

broadcasting their DreamScapes to millions on DreamTube, the public platform 

dedicated to sharing dream experiences. Some DreamTubers have amassed cult-like 

followings, with fans eagerly awaiting their latest dreams each day. Recognizing their 

influence, the Dream Organization actively searches for the next breakout DreamTuber, 

aiming to elevate them to a new coveted status. 

One of the most famous DreamTubers, known by the alias Sky, has a remarkable 

rags-to-riches story. Discovered in a remote village by the Dream Organization’s top 

talent scout, Ophelia Ng, Sky produced DreamScapes that were unlike anything Ng had 

ever seen—vivid, intricate, and brimming with symbolic imagery that wove cinematic 

narratives. “It was extraordinary, almost otherworldly,” Ng recalls. Despite Sky’s 

initially limited access to technology, the Dream Organization provided her a 

LucidScope, fully unlocking her natural ability to generate mesmerizing dreams. Within 

months, she amassed tens of millions of followers who were captivated by the ethereal 

beauty of her subconscious world. Her meteoric rise ignited discussions on the untapped 

potential of lucid dreamers across different populations, prompting the Dream 

Organization to expand LucidScope access to underserved communities in search of the 

next global DreamTube star.  
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With the emergence of creators like Sky, creativity is no longer confined to the 

conscious mind. Much like the advent of photography in the 19th century, the 

Lucidscope has sparked a new artistic renaissance as a new medium for artists, 

filmmakers, and digital creators to express the full intent of their imagination. Many 

artists now blend DreamScape imagery with traditional or digital mediums, merging the 

subconscious with the conscious world to create breathtaking works that capture the full 

range of human experience. 

Galleries worldwide now feature "Dream Exhibits"—immersive installations that 

showcase these DreamScape-inspired art pieces. Patrons have marveled at how these 

exhibits dissolve the boundaries between dreams and reality, allowing them to ponder 

on what it means to be human. One renowned art critic, Joey, described a recent 

national gallery exhibit as “stark and ethereal” and admitted, “It made me cry—I’ve 

never seen such a raw portrayal of the human experience.” 

As LucidScope becomes increasingly accessible through Lucid Institute’s hotels, a 

cultural shift has emerged. Dream journaling and personal storytelling have surged in 

popularity, fostering vast online communities where users connect over shared 

DreamScape experiences. As a popular social phenomenon, LucidScope not only gives 

the individual a deeper understanding of their subconscious but also allows them to 

document and share their inner worlds with others. What once existed only in the mind 

is now an integral part of modern creative expression. The art born from LucidScope is 

more than a reflection of the world around us—it offers a glimpse into the narratives 

that shape our lives beyond our waking reality. 

Our Conscious VS Subconscious Selves 

Much of the public is still uncertain about the LucidScope, especially in regards to 

privacy and surveillance. In a recent poll, 54% of respondents stated that they were 

concerned that LucidScope would invade their personal privacy if they were to have an 

at-home LucidScope device. Two years ago, there was an unprecedented breach into the 

Lucid Institute’s DreamScape archives. Thousands of private DreamScape recordings 

were leaked onto the internet, exposing deeply personal dreams. While most of the 
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recordings were salvaged before significant harm was done, one viral dream recording 

showcased Henry Thompson, a top executive of Dream Organization, conversing with 

another woman other than his wife with detailed imagery that conveyed deep love and 

affection. Henry’s dreams reflected a recent private scene from his life; from an 

onlooker’s view, it was simply a chat between two colleagues to discuss business goals. 

Although Henry did not commit any other infidelities or have a physical affair, this 

leaked recording led to a highly publicized divorce, causing great distress to both 

parties. This incident sparked heated discussions about how to protect dreams as 

personal data and whether someone’s conscious self should be judged based on the 

contents of their subconscious dreams. “Dreams represent a very intimate part of who 

we are,” said digital rights advocate Hae-in Lee. “Dream Organization needs to have 

strict regulations in place to ensure these dreams are never leaked without a user’s 

consent.” After this incident, some governments have banned the use of LucidScope, 

citing privacy concerns and potential misuse of dream data. 

Last year, there was also an infamous case involving a prominent DreamTuber 

known as Lucy who is well-known for her surreal but controversial DreamScape 

content. Lucy was convicted for attempted murder of her significant other: an esteemed 

heart surgeon known as David Carter. As a DreamTuber, Lucy does not have full control 

of these dreams. Her primary moderator, Jack Silva, is responsible for reviewing, 

censoring, and editing the DreamScape scenes before public release on DreamTube. 

Allegedly, during a routine review of Lucy’s latest DreamScape session, Jack Silva 

encountered a series of unsettling, uncensored scenes. Among these was a particularly 

disturbing scene that appeared to depict Lucy plotting the murder of David Carter. 

Citing an inability to ignore these disturbing scenes, Silva reported these unreleased 

DreamScape sequences to the authorities, and Lucy was immediately arrested.  

During Lucy’s trial, prosecutors argued that Lucy’s DreamScapes demonstrated 

intent, as they directly paralleled real-world details of Lucy’s life very closely, including 

specific routines she would perform each day. The defense countered that dreams are 

uncontrollable, not reflective of conscious desires, and thus cannot be used as evidence 

in court. Despite this, the court admitted the DreamScapes as evidence, and Lucy was 
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sentenced to three months in prison. The case sparked public outrage, with critics 

condemning the “criminalization of subconscious thought” and stating how the case has 

terrifying implications for both our privacy and “the start of a new surveillance state.”3 

Supporters, however, praised Silva for potentially preventing a gruesome crime.  

Lucy’s trial set a controversial precedent for using DreamScape data in legal 

proceedings, igniting fierce debates about privacy and whether subconscious dreams 

can represent conscious intent. It remains a cautionary tale about the risks of blurring 

the line between subconscious thought and conscious action as well as an important 

discussion about whether dreams are indicative of our true identity4. 

Revolutionizing Therapeutics and Personalized Medicine 

Despite the controversies surrounding LucidScope, its contributions to 

society—particularly as a therapeutic tool—are undeniable. Since its beginning days, 

researchers have explored LucidScope’s potential for treating conditions such as PTSD, 

anxiety, and depression. By analyzing the outputs of patients’ DreamScape experiences, 

researchers have a deeper understanding of the human mind and can offer personalized, 

targeted therapeutic treatments according to a user’s dream contents. These treatments 

have been widely effective as patients report significantly greater mental well-being 

post-treatment. Dr. Mary Anderson, director of the Brain Organization Research 

Institute, remarked, “The breakthroughs we’ve seen with tools like LucidScope have 

redefined how we approach mental health. DreamScape analysis allows us to dissect and 

unravel previously misunderstood psychological issues, providing a pathway for 

individualized healing.” 

Beyond therapeutics for mental health, the LucidScope have created 

breakthroughs for neuroscience research. By connecting dream imagery with neural 

activity, researchers have uncovered novel insights about memory formulation, emotion 

regulation, and neuroplasticity. These discoveries have paved the way for personalized 

4 This discussion about identity between the subconscious and conscious selves reflects the conflict of online and real-life identities 
on social media apps like Instagram discussed by Scott Ross. 

3 The fears and perceptions of a surveillance state in regards to LucidScopeare inspired by Duffy’s article about imagined surveillance 
in social media platforms. 
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treatments targeting Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, and traumatic brain injuries, with several 

promising therapies successfully passing clinical trials. 

LucidScope is also at the forefront of a revolution in personalized medicine, 

inspiring the development of similar technologies specialized to other aspects of human 

health. One such breakthrough is the CardioScope, a collaboration between the 

Cardiovascular Association and the Lucid Institute. CardioScope’s lightweight, quantum 

chip-powered patch when placed directly on the heart provides real-time visual 

interpretations of cardiovascular activity with unparalleled precision. Much like 

LucidScope, the CardioScope has transformed early disease detection and personalized 

treatment, making diagnostics more specific, accessible, and effective. These 

innovations have fueled a surge in preventative care, significantly reducing mortality 

rates from conditions like heart disease—the world’s leading cause of death.  

However, there are great questions about accessibility due to the high cost of the 

LucidScope and similar technologies. At least three DreamScape experiences may be 

necessary for an effective personalized treatment plan, and currently each DreamScape 

experience can cost at least $5,000 as a more specialized LucidScope device is necessary 

for therapeutic purposes. These treatments are not widely available to those who cannot 

afford it, exacerbating pre-existing health inequalities.  

The Future of LucidScope 

 Twenty years after its debut, the LucidScope remains a symbol of humanity’s 

innovation and technological prowess. Its ability to reveal our dreams and inner 

subconscious has sparked a new artistic and scientific renaissance while also posing 

many profound ethical questions about privacy, consent, and the nature of human 

identity. The lines between our conscious and subconscious selves have never been more 

blurred. 

Will the LucidScope be remembered as a tool that boosted our understanding of 

the human mind and existence or as a Pandora’s box that unleashed irreversible 

consequences? This question has lingered in public discourse since its inception and 

remains just as relevant today. We stand at a precipice, balancing the device’s immense 
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potential to advance creativity and medicine against the risks of surveillance, 

exploitation, and psychological manipulation. More concerning is the inevitability of 

mind-reading technology itself—if we can decode dreams, reading the waking mind 

seems like the natural next step. No matter how tightly we regulate it, once developed, 

there is no turning back. History has shown that technological progress cannot be 

undone, only guided. If we fail to establish clear ethical safeguards now, we risk losing 

control over the most intimate aspects of our existence. Society must act now to 

establish strict ethical guidelines to ensure informed consent, privacy protections, and 

transparency in how sensitive dream data is stored and used.  

Yet beyond the legal and societal implications, the LucidScope forces us to 

confront a profound philosophical question: should our subconscious selves be 

integrated into our waking reality? For all of human existence until twenty years ago, the 

subconscious has been a private, mysterious space, filled with unfiltered thoughts, 

suppressed desires, and raw emotions separate from our conscious identities. By 

revealing these hidden boundaries, do we better understand our sense of self—or do we 

shatter the delicate safeguards that protected us from our own unfiltered minds? If 

these barriers are shattered, what happens to the concept of personal identity and 

self-autonomy? 

As we move forward, we must set a precedent for the future, ensuring that 

advancements in mind-interpretation technology enhance rather than diminish our 

autonomy. Governments, researchers, and the public must work together to shape 

policies that maximize the LucidScope’s benefits while guarding against its dangers. The 

decisions we make today will determine whether this technology becomes a beacon of 

unifying light or a premonition of a destructive future. One thing, however, is certain: 

our understanding of dreams—and what it means to be human—has been permanently 

altered.5 

 

 

5 This essay is modified from my final essay for the MIT Anthropology course Technology and Culture (21A.500) with many of the 
societal and cultural impacts of LucidScope being inspired by the class’s lecture content 
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Summary 

By bridging the subconscious and conscious mind, dream interpretation devices 

translate dreams into vivid visuals. The LucidScope, developed by Lucid Institute, is the 

forefront dream interpretation device. Since its inception 20 years ago, it has evolved 

from an expensive, niche technology into a widely accessible tool, becoming both a 

household name and a cultural phenomenon. The LucidScope has ignited an artistic 

renaissance. Star DreamTubers broadcast their dreams to tens of millions, while new 

artistic movements emerge, fueled by the limitless creativity of the subconscious mind. 

Beyond art, the device is revolutionizing medicine—offering researchers an unparalleled 

window into the mind for early disease detection and personalized treatments. 

Yet, as the LucidScope unlocks new possibilities, it also raises profound ethical 

concerns. Privacy breaches, government regulations, and legal debates—such as the use 

of dream data in court—have sparked global controversy over subconscious surveillance. 

While the device expands creative potential, it also challenges fundamental boundaries 

between dreams, reality, and personal autonomy. Whether the LucidScope will be 

remembered as a groundbreaking tool for understanding the human mind or a 

Pandora’s box of unforeseen consequences remains an open question—the need for 

strict ethical regulations and safeguards has never been more urgent.  

This essay is written in the style of a science news article written decades in the future. All of the names, 

characters, businesses, places, events and incidents in this book are either the product of the author's 

imagination or used in a fictitious manner. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or actual 

events is purely coincidental. 
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